
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

Lough Fern Landscape Character Area 

agricultural rural landscape with a large coastal edge 

inlet south of Mulroy Bay peppered with small vegetated islands

on the eastern shore and Cranford on the west.

Mountain to the west and Crockanaffrin 

Fern and Lough Keel; two large 

by fertile agricultural land wi

an important salmon river, flows south from Lough Fern towards Kilmacrennan, 

towards Ramelton, whilst Maggie’s Burn flows north from Lough Fern towards Milford.  

Lough Keel Burn flows north from Lough Keel 

towards Bunlin Bay, a silty inlet off Broadwater.

Landscape Character types

Lough Fern Landscape Character Area is predominantly a low-lying gently undulating 

with a large coastal edge along Broadwater

inlet south of Mulroy Bay peppered with small vegetated islands, extending

on the eastern shore and Cranford on the west. The LCA is contained by Loughsalt 

Crockanaffrin Mountain to the east and is defined by

two large freshwater Loughs in the centre of the area 

ertile agricultural land with straight sided hedgerow bound fields. The River Leannan

flows south from Lough Fern towards Kilmacrennan, 

Maggie’s Burn flows north from Lough Fern towards Milford.  

Lough Keel Burn flows north from Lough Keel along a vegetated valley, wooded in parts, 

, a silty inlet off Broadwater. 

Landscape Character types 

   

 

Lough Fern 

LCA18 

 

105 

lying gently undulating 

Broadwater, a sheltered tidal 

, extending to Kerrykeel 

contained by Loughsalt 

and is defined by Lough 

Loughs in the centre of the area surrounded 

The River Leannan 

flows south from Lough Fern towards Kilmacrennan, and east 

Maggie’s Burn flows north from Lough Fern towards Milford.  

along a vegetated valley, wooded in parts, 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Underlying geology of schist follows the orientation of the ‘Leannan Fault’ in bands 

along a southwest to northeast axis, informing an undulating and low-lying, rich and 

fertile agricultural landscape with patches of scrub and forest throughout, and 

dominated by the large Lough Fern and Lough Keel in the centre of the LCA.   

• A deep u-shaped shoreline hugs Broadwater, a still tidal estuary with a scattering of 

small vegetated islands overlooked by agricultural fields and deciduous woodland.  

• A number of Rivers rise in the inland Loughs, including the River Leannan, an 

important salmonoid river, and flow through valleys of fertile riverine land swathed in 

a patchwork of geometric shaped hedgerow bound fields.   

• Farms and farm buildings pepper this working agricultural landscape that also has as 

a scattering of one-off rural dwellings along the county road network, and on the 

outskirts of the main settlements.  

Settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Kerrykeel: Kerrykeel is a small rural village located on the east of Broadwater, 

formally a simple crossroads settlement; it now serves a small local community and 

has a strong tourism function centred on a large holiday park and activity centre on 

the bay.  

• Kilmacrennan: Kilmacrenan village is centred on a crossroads between the River 

Lennon and Lurgy; it has a well defined setting and compact centre and displays both 

urban and rural characteristics, set as it is within an agricultural landscape with 

deciduous trees and hedges and clumps of deciduous woodland.   The main street 

straddles the N56 connecting Letterkenny to the south with the northern Donegal 

coast.  Historically Kilmacrennan has links with St. Colmcille and the establishment of 

Map/list Seascape units 

The southern section of Seascape Unit 7 overlaps the north of this Landscape Character Area. 

Key characteristics uses: Low-lying land around the coast of Broadwater has a range of uses 

including agricultural, tourism, fishing, woodland, aqualculture and residential.   

 

Coastal edge: low silty and estuarine edge. 

 

Visibility: intermittent views over Broadwater. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Islands on Broadwater, estuary, holiday park development at Kerrykeel.  
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the early Christian church and there are a number of recorded monuments in the 

vicinity including nearby ‘Doon Well’. 

• Milford: Milford is a small town strategically positioned on a river crossing at the 

entrance to both the Fanad and Rosguill peninsulas serving a significant rural 

hinterland. The town has an identifiable 18th Century linear core with surviving 

historic buildings and street pattern that contribute significantly to its unique 

character along the R245. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments throughout this LCA, including ring 

forts, raths and a crannog on Lough Fern. The area has a particularly high amount of 

Standing Stones and there are examples of rock art within this area. 

• Kilmacrennan was of particular importance in the early Christian period with an 

association to St. Colmcille.  

• Significant industrial heritage in this landscape that had a considerable number of 

mills throughout the name of Milford town (previously known as Baile na nGallóglach) 
is reflective of this. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 2 RPS structures. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies  a patchwork  of ladder farms (Historic 

fields of distinct character) surrounding Lough Fern , straight-sided surveyed and 

rectilinear fields and Semi-open rough ground (Generic HLC-types) throughout the 

rest of the area and  Coastal lowland and soft-rock character (Generic HLC-type ) at 

the end of Mulroy Bay. Purports that Mulroy Bay may have been used for tidal forms 

of fish traps and static nets in former times, similar to those found on Lough Swilly. 

 

Access and Recreation  

• N56 road travels through the south of this LCA in a north-westerly direction through 

the town of Kilmacrennan; the R249 spurs off this eastwards towards Ramelton. The 

R245 and R246 connect Milford to Cranford and Kerrykeel along the shores of 

Broadwater.   A network of county roads branch off these providing a good level of 

access throughout the area. 

• The River Leannan Fishery extends over this area, comprising the River Leannan, 

Lough Fern (and Lough Gartan on adjoining LCA 17). The Leannan is a 30-mile long 

river, flowing from the heart of the Glendowan Mountains to Lough Swilly at 

Ramelton, with populations of salmon and trout.  The Milford & District Fly Angling 

Club and have a clubhouse located on the North Western shore of Lough Fern and 

Letterkenny and District Anglers offer boat hire from the Lough shore. 

• Rockhill Holiday Park and Activity Centre in Kerrykeel is a substantial year round 

tourism facility on the shores of Broadwater. 

Biodiversity 

• The lakes and rivers in this area are ecologically important particularly those that 

host Atlantic salmon and Fresh Water Pearl Mussel, Annex 1 species. 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 597.3ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 389.9ha of pNHA sites. 

• Important woodlands throughout this area  

• Network of hedgerow and tree bound fields, lanes, and roads together with the long 

stretches of river and streams create important biodiversity corridors throughout this 

area. There are also sections of deciduous woodland, including the NHAs Ballyarr 

Wood and Kilmacrennan, and scrub vegetation which further significantly add to the 

high ecological value of this landscape. 
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Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network particularly in the south of the area 

on the outskirts of Letterkenny. 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in the north adjacent to Broadwater and 

adjacent to lakes. 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Afforestation. 

• Leisure opportunities in relation to angling and water recreational pursuits both of the 

lakes and to the north at Broad Water. 

 

 

 


